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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised there

are 2 minutes remaining on the vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R.
3222, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008

Ms. MATSUI, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-435) on the resolution (H.
Res. 806) providing for consideration of
the conference report to accompany
the bill (H.R. 3222) making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2008, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 3688, UNITED STATES-
PERU TRADE PROMOTION
AGREEMENT IMPLEMENTATION
ACT

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 801 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 801

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3688) to implement
the United States-Peru Trade Promotion
Agreement. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived except those
arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The
bill shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions of the bill are
waived. The bill shall be debatable for three
hours, with 45 minutes in favor of the bill
controlled by Representative Rangel of New
York or his designee, 45 minutes in favor of
the Dbill controlled by Representative
McCrery of Louisiana or his designee, 45
minutes in opposition to the bill controlled
by Representative Michaud of Maine or his
designee, and 45 minutes in opposition to the
bill controlled by the Minority Leader or his
designee. Pursuant to section 151(f)(2) of the
Trade Act of 1974, the previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the bill to final
passage without intervening motion.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 3688
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California is recognized
for 1 hour.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. MATSUI Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. DREIER). All time
yielded during consideration of the rule
is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MATSUI. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and insert extra-
neous materials into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. MATSUI. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 801
provides for consideration of H.R. 3688,
the TUnited States-Peru Trade Pro-
motion Agreement Implementation
Act, under the closed rule required by
the fast track law. The rule provides
for a total of 3 hours of debate, equally
divided by proponents and opponents of
the underlying bill.

I rise today in support of the rule and
the underlying legislation, H.R. 3688,
the TUnited States-Peru Trade Pro-
motion Agreement Implementation
Act. I want to congratulate Chairman
RANGEL, Chairman LEVIN and members
of the Ways and Means Committee on
bringing this trade agreement before us
today.

Mr. Speaker, last week we passed leg-
islation to help strengthen our current
trade adjustment assistance program
to protect American workers. Our
country faces increased pressure as a
result of globalization, and we must
continue to reaffirm our commitment
to the American workforce. It is evi-
dent that we need to change our cur-
rent trade strategy.

At the same time, we must also ac-
knowledge the positive impact that
international trade has had on our
economy. International trade currently
accounts for a quarter of our gross do-
mestic product.

Competition has proven to spur inno-
vation and create new jobs. In my
home State of California, we know that
our IT companies need exports of semi-
conductor chips. Our farmers need the
markets of Europe, Asia and Latin
America. And our entertainment indus-
try, financial services and telecom
companies need to sell their services to
grow and create jobs.

But it also affects industry in Amer-
ica. We know that, and that is why we
have a balanced approach to our trade
agreements.

Mr. Speaker, the trade agreement be-
fore us today is part of the broad con-
text in which we should consider trade
policy. It will establish an important
precedent for how we craft future trade
agreements.

Under the new Democratic Congress,
free trade agreements must provide
strong labor and environmental protec-
tions. They are essential to promoting
healthy workplaces and competition
for American employees and around
the world.
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Congress must consider each agree-
ment on its merits. In some -cases,
these agreements will meet increased
access for American producers and
service providers. In other cases, these
agreements could mean more competi-
tion and would significantly impact
our workers and communities.

I understand that many of my col-
leagues have strong views on trade, but
one thing we can all agree on and be
proud of is the fact that our leadership
worked vigorously to ensure that
democratic principles were included in
the Peru agreement.

In previous free trade agreements,
these principles were noticeably ab-
sent. The initial Peru Free Trade
Agreement draft reflected the ‘‘busi-
ness as usual” approach that this ad-
ministration has based its trade poli-
cies on. Democratic leadership went to
Peru, met with the Peruvian president
and prominent members of its Congress
and developed a new free trade agree-
ment, one that includes the strongest
labor and environmental chapters in
any of the world’s over 300 bilateral
free trade agreements.

It is not CAFTA. This is the first free
trade agreement of its kind. It is a new
free trade agreement, one that incor-
porates fully enforceable internation-
ally recognized labor standards; that
also promotes international environ-
mental standards, including combating
illegal logging, protecting the ozone
layer, and our oceans; and an agree-
ment that will provide Peruvians with
lifesaving medicines. All three provi-
sions are unprecedented in any free
trade agreement and all three are core
democratic principles that we should
all be proud of.

This agreement is also about leveling
the playing field for U.S. companies to
compete in the Peruvian market. The
Andean Trade Preference Act passed in
1991 and expanded in 2001 allowed Peru-
vian companies to benefit from duty-
free trade with the United States.
Meanwhile, U.S. goods exported to
Peru continued to face tariffs as high
as 12 percent.

The agreement before us today will
give U.S. businesses immediate, duty-
free access for more than 80 percent of
U.S. consumer and industrial goods.
This agreement will also allow us to
forge a closer alliance and relationship
with one of our southern neighbors. It
is no secret that other countries are in-
vesting heavily in that part of the
world. This agreement will send a
strong message to our southern neigh-
bors that the United States is here to
help promote openness in their govern-
ment and their economy.

In closing, I urge my colleagues to
look at each free trade agreement
based on its merits. It is easy to pro-
mote or oppose free trade unequivo-
cally and not look at the facts of each
agreement. I am confident that this
agreement will benefit our Nation, ben-
efit our workers, and benefit our busi-
nesses. This agreement will serve as a
model free trade agreement for years
to come.
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